Town and Parish Elections in 2026 (Parish Clerk Briefing and Info Email)

Sharon Ellison < Sharon.Ellison@westoxon.gov.uk >
Fri, 27 Jun 2025 7:31:41 AM +0100

To ™election.parishes2026@westoxon.gov.uk™
<election.parishes2026 @westoxon.gov.uk>

Cc "Sharon Ellison"<Sharon.Ellison@westoxon.gov.uk>

Dear Parish Clerk

Elections: This is an early reminder to you, as Clerk, that your town or parish council has

its ordinary elections scheduled for Thursday 7 May 2026.

The reasons for mentioning this early are to:

be certain that you are aware

e remind you that the annual meeting of your council in 2026 will have to be

scheduled to take place between 11 and 25 May 2026 inclusive.

e mention that, as is my usual practice, we will invite all clerks to a pre-election
briefing. That is likely to be in February and I will be in touch with information and

a date in the autumn

 confirm that your council does not need to budget for the costs in 2026/27: we
will let you know the charge in autumn 2026 and invoice you in March 2027, so it

will be a consideration for the 2027/28 budget

» With regard, to the ongoing Local Government Reorganisation, we have no reason
to suggest or believe that the Parish Council elections will not go ahead in 2026,
obviously we will let you know if we hear of any development from the

Government to the contrary, in the meantime it is business as usual.

Vacancies: In this context, it is perhaps also useful to remind you that should a vacancy
on your council occur after 11 November 2025 (i.e. in the six months leading to the
date when the councillor would have retired anyway) there is no opportunity for the
electorate to request that it is filled by way of an election. However, your council may
choose to fill such a vacancy by co-option (but is not obligated to do so). As always, in

the event of a vacancy, please let me know so that I can supply the necessary notice for



display in your town or parish. In these circumstances, should a resignation seem likely
from the late summer onwards then you may wish to suggest that the councillor hold
their resignation submission until 11 November or later — but that of course is a matter

for you and the councillor concerned.

I trust that this is all clear, but please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any

immediate queries.

Kind regards
Sharon

Sharon Ellison
Electoral Services Manager
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DISTRICT COUNCIL
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